
Types	of	Political	Conflict	and	Violence,	by	Initiator	and	Target	
	

Targetè  
êInitiator 

Government Political 
Challenger 

Civilians/Society/Societal 
Group 

Corporate entity 

Government Interstate War, 
Coup 

Civil War (Joint), 
Protest Policing, 

Counter-Insurgency & 
Terrorism, Human 

Rights Violation, State 
Repression, Political, 
Social & Economic 

Discrimination, Ethnic 
Conflict, Legal & Extra-

judicial Execution, 
Forced Relocation, 

Exclusion 

Civilian Targeting, Atrocity, Genocide, 
Political Discrimination, Domestic 

Surveillance, Human Rights Violation, 
State Repression, One-sided violence, 

Asymmetrical Violence, Ethnic Conflict, 
Legal Execution, Extra-judicial 

Execution, Famine, Forced Relocation, 
Political Exclusion, Lynchings, Pogroms 

Regulation/Expropriation, 
Neocolonialism/Exploitation, 

and Corporate Espionage, 
Predation/Taxation/Protection 

Racket 

Political Challenger  Protest, Terrorism, 
Revolution, 

Insurgency, Civil 
War (Joint) 

Non-state conflict Civilian Targeting, Terrorism  Strikes, Sabotage, Terrorism, 
Plunder 

Civilians/Society/Societal 
Group 

“Everyday 
Resistance”, 

Protest  

Defection/informing Social Exclusion, Communal Conflict, 
Riots, (Intra-) Group Conflict, Economic 

& Social Discrimination, Soft 
Repression, Ethnic 

Conflict/Prejudice/Competition, Racial 
Lynchings, Pogroms 

Protest, “Everyday 
Resistance”  

Corporate entity Colonialism/ Neo-
Colonialism, 
“Regulatory 

Capture”, 
Organized 

Crime/Drug 
Violence 

Strike-breaking, 
Domestic Surveillance 

Economic Exclusion, Domestic 
Surveillance, [Structural violence?], 

Organized Crime/Drug Violence, 
Protection Rackets, “Firm Repression” 

(e.g., murder, disappearances, 
kidnappings) 

Hostile corporate takeover, 
Industrial/corporate 

espionage, Organized 
Crime/Drug Violence  

	


